
Sportsmanship Policy 
 
Purpose 
South Side Youth Soccer (SSYS) believes that recreational soccer is about far more than 
wins and losses. Our mission is to provide every player with a safe, enjoyable, and positive 
environment where they can develop soccer skills, build confidence, learn teamwork, and 
grow in character. 
 
Good sportsmanship is the responsibility of every person involved in our league. Players, 
coaches, parents, spectators, referees, volunteers, and Board members all contribute to 
the experience our children have each season. 
 
Every participant is expected to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects positively on 
SSYS both on and oG the field. 
 
Our Sportsmanship Principles 
 
Play and Compete with Integrity 

• Follow both the letter and the spirit of the Laws of the Game. 
• Compete fairly and honestly. 
• Demonstrate humility in victory and grace in defeat. 
• Remember that player development is more important than winning. 

 
Show Respect 
Treat everyone with dignity and respect, including: 

• Players 
• Coaches 
• Referees 
• Volunteers 
• Opponents 
• Parents and spectators 

DiGerences of opinion should always be handled respectfully and constructively. 
 
Encourage Others 
Create an environment where every child feels welcomed, supported, and encouraged. 
Positive encouragement builds confidence, while criticism, ridicule, and intimidation 
discourage participation and enjoyment. 
 
Demonstrate Self-Control 
Everyone is expected to display emotional control during practices, games, and league 
activities. 

• Remain calm during disagreements. 
• Accept mistakes as part of the game. 



• Model appropriate behavior for young athletes. 
• Resolve conflicts respectfully. 

 
Honor the Game 
Soccer teaches valuable life lessons including: 

• Responsibility 
• Teamwork 
• Respect 
• Perseverance 
• Accountability 
• Leadership 

Every participant shares responsibility for protecting these values. 
 
Our Commitment 
SSYS is committed to providing an environment that is: 

• Safe 
• Inclusive 
• Respectful 
• Positive 
• Fun 
• Development-focused 

Bullying, harassment, discrimination, intimidation, retaliation, or behavior that creates an 
unsafe or hostile environment is inconsistent with the mission of SSYS and will not be 
tolerated. 
 
Shared Responsibility 
Sportsmanship is everyone's responsibility. Each participant should strive to: 

• Learn and respect the rules of the game. 
• Respect oGicials and their decisions. 
• Appreciate good play by both teams. 
• Encourage teammates and opponents. 
• Represent SSYS with integrity. 
• Place the enjoyment and development of children above personal success. 

Children learn by watching adults. Every adult involved with SSYS is expected to model the 
behavior we hope to develop in our players. 
 
Relationship to Other League Policies 
This Sportsmanship Policy establishes the values and expectations of South Side Youth 
Soccer. Specific behavioral expectations, complaint procedures, investigations, and 
disciplinary actions are addressed in separate league policies. Violations of these policies 
may result in disciplinary action as outlined in the Discipline Policy. 


