Player & Team Placement Policy

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to establish a fair, transparent, and consistent process for
assigning players to teams while balancing player requests, volunteer coach availability,
roster sizes, and league operations. South Side Youth Soccer (SSYS) strives to honor player
requests whenever reasonably possible; however, no placement request is guaranteed.

Guiding Principle

Player registration order is the primary factor used when honoring placement requests.
Registering early gives your family the best opportunity to receive your preferred coach,
teammates, school, and practice location. Neither coach requests nor other placement
preferences supersede player registration order.

Returning Teams

Whenever practical, players returning from the previous season who register by the
published registration deadline and request to return will be placed back on their previous
team.

If a returning player registers after the registration deadline, their previous roster spot is not
guaranteed and placement will be based on available roster space.

Placement Requests
During registration, families may request:
e Returning coach
e Specific teammate(s)
e School attended
e Practice location (Youngsville, Broussard, Breaux Bridge, etc.)
e Sibling placement
e Other special circumstances
SSYS will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these requests while maintaining
balanced teams and league operations.

When two or more players request the same coach, team, or roster spot and there is
insufficient room to accommodate all requests, the player who completed registration first
will receive priority.

Coach Requests
Volunteer coaches may identify players they would like on their team. These requests are
considered preferences only and are not guaranteed.

Coach requests do not override player registration order. A coach cannot reserve roster
spots for players who register after another player has already requested and secured



placement based on an earlier registration date. Coaches do not have exclusive rights to
any player and may not guarantee placement to prospective families.

Likewise, coaches may not recruit players away from existing SSYS recreational teams
except as otherwise permitted by league policy.

Soccer Complex Requests

Families may indicate a preferred soccer complex during registration. This means their
practices will likely, but not always be held at this complex. It also means that at least 66%
of their games and likely more will be held at this complex. Practice day and time requests
cannot be guaranteed.

School Requests

Players attending the same school may request to be placed together when roster
availability allows. School requests are intended to help young players feel comfortable but
may be limited by roster size, coach availability, and balanced team formation.

Balancing Teams
SSYS attempts to creating balanced recreational teams that provide an enjoyable
experience for all participants.

Returning volunteer coaches who remain in good standing will generally receive the
opportunity to coach their previous team. Returning coaches are encouraged to continue
developing their players over multiple seasons while welcoming new players as roster
needs require.

When forming teams, the Registrar and SSYS Committee may consider:
e Roster size
e Returning players
e Number of new players
e Age and gender requirements
e Special circumstances approved by the Committee
No team will intentionally be built as an "all-star" team within the recreational program.

All placement decisions made by the SSYS Registrar and SSYS Committee are final.



