New Parent Guide

Welcome to South Side Youth Soccer (SSYS)! We're excited that your family has joined
our recreational soccer community. Whether this is your child's first season or your
family has been with us for years, our goal is to provide a fun, safe, and positive
environment where every player can develop skills, build confidence, and enjoy the
game.

Our Recreational Philosophy

SSYS is a recreational soccer league focused on player development, teamwork,
sportsmanship, and fun. Winning games is never more important than helping children
learn, improve, and enjoy playing soccer.

Every player deserves the opportunity to participate, develop, and feel like an important
member of their team.

What Happens After You Register?
After registering, you should receive a confirmation email. If you do not receive one, please

contact SSYS to verify your registration.

Once registration closes, our volunteers begin the team formation process. Teams are
created based on factors such as player requests, roster limits, age groups, and game
locations while striving to create balanced teams. After teams are finalized, coaches
receive their rosters and select a weekly practice schedule.

Please be patient during this process. There are many moving pieces, and our volunteers
work hard to build balanced teams while accommodating requests whenever possible. We
appreciate your understanding and support as we prepare for another great season!

When Will My Coach Contact Me?
Families can typically expect to hear from their Head Coach about two weeks before the
first scheduled game, although this may vary by season.

During that first communication, your coach will provide:
e Practice day, time, and location
e Team communication method (text, email, TeamSnap, GroupMe, etc.)
e First practice information
e Uniform reminders and other team information

If you have not heard from your coach within the timeframe announced by SSYS,
please contact the league office.

How Are Practice Days Chosen?

One of the unique benefits of SSYS is that our volunteer coaches are able to choose
the practice schedule (day, time, and location) that works best for them and the majority
of their team.



Practice fields are reserved by volunteer coaches after registration closes through the
league's online reservation system on a first-come, first-served basis. Once selected,
that day and time becomes the team's regular weekly practice schedule for the season.

Because practice schedules depend on field availability and each volunteer coach's
work and family commitments, practice days cannot be selected or guaranteed during
registration. We appreciate your flexibility as our coaches choose schedules that best
meet their team's needs.

When will the game schedule be posted?

We attempt to have the game schedule posted online 10 days before the first game of
the season. You will receive a league email when the schedule is posted. You will be
expected to check the online schedule the day before your game to make sure the field
number, time, and home/away jersey have not been changed for any reason. Therefore,
we discourage printing of the game schedule as it may occasionally be inaccurate once
the season begins.

Uniforms
Players purchase their uniform jerseys directly from Third Coast Soccer. Check online
to see if your size is in stock before you to to the store to purchase jerseys: Southside
Youth Soccer Uniforms — Third Coast Soccer
Each player will need:
e Home jersey (from Third Coast Soccer)
Away jersey (from Third Coast Soccer)
Black athletic shorts (purchased anywhere)
White soccer socks (unless your coach chooses a team sock color)
Shin guards
e Soccer cleats or athletic shoes
SSYS jerseys are designed to be used for multiple seasons, making them a great long-
term value for families.

What to Bring to Practices
Every player should bring:
e Soccer ball (correct size for their age group)
e \Water bottle
e Shin guards
e Soccer cleats or athletic shoes
e A positive attitude and willingness to learn!
Game Day Expectations
Please arrive 15-20 minutes before kickoff so players have time to warm up and
coaches can organize the team.
Remember to bring:
Correct jersey (home or away)
Black shorts
Soccer socks
Shin guards


https://thirdcoastsoccer.net/collections/southside-youth-soccer-uniforms?filter.v.availability=1
https://thirdcoastsoccer.net/collections/southside-youth-soccer-uniforms?filter.v.availability=1

e Soccer cleats

e \Water bottle
Schedules occasionally change due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances.
Please check the online game schedule (not a printed one!) before leaving for the fields.

Supporting Your Player
Parents play an important role in creating a positive soccer experience.
We encourage you to:
Cheer for effort, improvement, and teamwork.
Celebrate all players—not just your own.
Allow coaches to coach.
Allow referees to officiate.
Encourage your child after mistakes.
e Focus on learning and having fun rather than the score.
Children remember how adults made them feel far longer than they remember the final
score.

Sideline Expectations

Please help us maintain a positive environment by:

Respecting coaches, referees, players, and other spectators.

e Refraining from criticizing officials during games.

e Avoiding coaching instructions from the sidelines.

Displaying good sportsmanship at all times.

Supporting every child on the field.

Many of our referees are teenagers learning their first job. Positive encouragement
helps them grow just as much as it helps our players.

Volunteers Make Our League Possible
SSYS is a volunteer-driven organization. Throughout the season you'll have
opportunities to help by:

e Coaching
Assisting a coach

e Refereeing

e Helping at the Game Day Tent

e Serving on the SSYS Committee
Every volunteer helps create an outstanding experience for our players. Please reach
out to the league to sign up!

Questions?
If you have questions during the season, your first point of contact is your Head Coach.
If your coach is unable to help, the SSYS Recreational Directors are available to assist.

Thank you for being part of South Side Youth Soccer. We look forward to a fun,
exciting, and memorable season for your family!



