Parent & Spectator Code of Conduct

Purpose

South Side Youth Soccer (SSYS) believes that youth sports should be a positive, safe, and
enjoyable experience for every child involved. Parents, guardians, and spectators play a
critical role in shaping that experience. The behavior of adults on the sidelines has a direct
impact on players’ enjoyment, development, and sportsmanship. This Code of Conduct
establishes the expectations for all parents, guardians, family members, and spectators
attending SSYS practices, games, and league events.

As a Parent or Spectator, | Will:
1. Support All Players

a.
b.
C.
d.

Remember that the game is for the children—not for the adults.
Encourage all players on the field, not just my own child.

Applaud effort, improvement, and good sportsmanship from both teams.
Treat every child with respect, regardless of skill level or outcome.

2. Demonstrate Positive Sideline Behavior

. Cheerin a positive and respectful manner.

Use encouraging words instead of criticism.
Refrain from coaching from the sidelines during games or practices.

. Allow coaches to coach and referees to officiate without interference.

Maintain a calm and respectful tone at all times.

3. Respect Officials and the Rules of the Game

a.
b.
C.
d.

Accept referee decisions without arguing or confrontation.

Understand that referees are part of the learning environment.

Recognize that mistakes may happen and are part of the game.

Never approach, harass, or confront referees before, during, or after games.

4. Support Coaches and League Volunteers

a.
b.

d.

Respect the time and effort of volunteer coaches and league staff.

Address concerns with coaches in a respectful and appropriate manner and
time.

Support coaching decisions during games and avoid undermining authority
on the sideline.

Follow communication pathways established by SSYS when concerns arise.

5. Model Respectful Behavior

a.
b.
C.

d.

Use appropriate language at all SSYS events.

Refrain from profanity, insults, or derogatory remarks.

Never engage in bullying, harassment, intimidation, or discriminatory
behavior.

Treat opposing teams, families, and volunteers with respect and courtesy.

6. Maintain a Positive Environment

a.
b.

Help create a fun and encouraging atmosphere for all players.
Avoid placing excessive pressure on children regarding performance or
outcomes.



c. Remember that youth sports are about development, teamwork, and
enjoyment.
d. Be mindful that children are always watching adult behavior.
7. Follow Facility and Safety Expectations
a. Remainin designhated spectator areas during games and practices.
b. Do not enter the field of play unless requested by a coach or referee.
c. Respectleague facilities, equipment, and property.
d. Follow all SSYS safety rules and directions from league officials.
8. Represent SSYS with Integrity
a. Understand that my behavior reflects on my child, team, and the SSYS
community.
b. Demonstrate good sportsmanship at all times.
c. Help ensure that every child has a safe, positive, and enjoyable soccer
experience.

Parent & Spectator Acknowledgement
I understand that my behavior at SSYS events has a direct impact on the experience of all
players.

| agree to follow this Parent & Spectator Code of Conduct and support a positive and
respectful environment for youth soccer. | understand that violations of this Code of
Conduct may result in corrective action in accordance with the SSYS Discipline Policy.

Parent/Guardian Name:
Signature:
Date: / /
Child’s Name(s):




